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SUBJECT : PERSIAN GULF TERMINOLOGY ISSUE 

REFERENCE : TEHRAN 507 

1 . IN BRIEF ASIDE AT SOCIAL OCCASION EVENING JANUARY 20, 

BAHRAIN INFORMATION MINISTER MOAYYED ASSURED ME THAT JANUARY 20 
MEETING ON GULF NEWS AGENCY, WHICH WILL NOT IN FACT GET UNDER- 
WAY UNTIL JANUARY 21, WILL BE "STRICTLY TECHNICAL" IN NATURE 
AND HOPEFULLY WILL NOT ADD FURTHER HEAT TO THE TERMINOLOGY 
ISSUE. 

2. EARLIER, BOTH BAHRAIN'S FOREIGN MINISTER AND INFORMATION 
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TEMPEST BLOW OVER. BOTH SAID THEY HAD ASSURED IRANIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO BAHRAIN THE USE OF "ARAB" IN REFERRING TO GULF 
IN NEWS AGENCY CONTEXT HAD BEEN A BUREAUCRATIC SLIPUP AND NOT 
A PREMEDITATED ACT. INFORMATION MINISTER SAID HE HAD SHOWN 
IRANIAN AMBASSADOR THE DOCUMENT PROPOSING THE NEWS AGENCY 
WHICH DID NOT REPEAT NOT USE THE TERM "ARABIAN GULF" AND THAT 
IRANIAN AMBASSADOR HAD APPEARED SATISFIED. 

3. BOTH FOREIGN MINISTER AND INFORMATION MINISTER HAVE 
VOLUNTEERED TO ME THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORIC REASONS, 
MORE PARTICULARLY THE RECENT HISTORY OF THE NASSERIST ERA IN 
THE GULF. MAKING IRAN SENSITIVE ABOUT GULF TERM. AT SAME TIME, 
THEY DO NOT CONCEAL THEIR FEELING THAT THIS IS A SILLY ISSUE 
TO WHICH GOI IS "OVER-REACTING". INFORMATION MINISTER STATED 
PRIVATELY "THIS TEMPEST MUST BE ALLOWED TO BLOW OVER BECAUSE 
IT IS TOO ABSURD TO DEAL WITH". 

4. WHEN, IN CONVERSATION WITH BOTH MINISTERS, I STRESSED 
IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING COOPERATION BETWEEN IRAN AND GULF 
ARABS THEY FULLY AGREED, DEPLORING OVER-REACTION TO SUCH 
ISSUES AS AN UNNECESSARY OBSTACLE TO GULF COOPERATION. 

TWINAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTES, MEETINGS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 JAN 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MANAMA00067 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760023-0667 
From: MANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 35/aaaabeto. tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 TEHRAN 507 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 MAY 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <30 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: : PERSIAN GULF TERMINOLOGY ISSUE 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, IR, BA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



